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Thanks to Moscow, Gaddafi now
coatrols the - tenta-argest -
armoured force in the world ;
—some 2,600 tanks, mostly
Soviet-made  T-34s,. T-53s,
T62s and T-72s, as well as
some 2,000 armoured per-
sonnel carriers and ammoured
cars. A Czech-operated tank

* worksh has been set up-
east of Tobruk. . -

But it is notabie that in recent !
months. there has also been a
marked buildup of South.
Yemeni forces, accompanied
by Soviet .* advisers,” along
the ‘border with Nortb,

_ Yemen,. particularly in the}
areas ,of ‘al-Harr and al-
Haliani Soviet military ex-
perts have supervised the in-
stallation of missile launch-
ers and radar equipment.

- t
The Russians are also expand-
ing their network of air force
and maval bases,jwhich in-
cludes Perim. Socotra and
other islands _strategically
located near the: mouth of
the Red Se2. Iriis rf:liabl_v
reported that many local
inhabitanis of Socotra have
been forcibly deported to
the mainlaad, and that work
. on the enlarged military in- ¢

N S AN
BU GARIAN engineers are |
22 at work on-a vast mili-

. »tary#- headquarters;- coms -
- plex~ in the..mountains ‘
¥ outside Adem:ny T o i
This construction: . prozramme; |
. oficially described as -the.
[ . November 30th . Plan” is
 ..intended to produceya new
" commaund ceatre foryall “of”

Posula. . o0 L B

- ‘up- - &t . Khormaksar.

-Close attention

. the - Soviet. bloc .forces..de:
pioyed in..-South. §Yemen
_-which is Jone. of iHe - Rus:

. ‘the-:Arab world and their
.. main; base ' of “operations- in
-the :oibrich A:ngian{,-pezrih-_‘

The new commarnd complex:

..ceventually replace the pre-
" sent-"joint headguarters .set-
. JAn
elaborate ground-to-air de-

' place. . AR
is: also being

“stans’ most loyalTsateBites i

-located at Jebel Hal, will

. fence system is-beingiput into.

!

t

However, the progressive con-

- under the leadership of am |
i openly

 regime~-has
" resisted by its own people.
. There are signs of a grow-
. "jng mood of revolt amomsgst
- ‘the traditionalist tribesmen

staliations is Geing carried
out by pulitical pgisoners.
R R

version of South Yemer into
a kind of land-based aircraft |
carrier for the Soviet Uxnion |

Marxist - Leninist
pot gone un-.

‘'of .the Hadioramaut.

The six most powerful tribes

--in the regioz banded together .

-

Long-range artillery has been

moved into position opposite
.the North Yemeni military
camp at al-Suwaida and the
Dar Dhi Nam airfield. Some
20 Sovietsupplied T-62 and
“T-64 tanks have been_ de-

‘ ployed opposite the North

Yemeni town of al-Baidha.

The commander of the South '

Yemeni forces in this region |
has been identitied as Major
Sulaiman Qais. He was for-
merly attached to the Soviet
joint headguarters at Khor- -
maksar.

East

. ‘assassination plots abroad.
Officers and NCOs from the'

Germany's Ministry of
State Security supervises all .
the operations of the Libyvan:
NMukhabarat, or security and
intelligence service, which
has been embroiled in many’

Soviet Bloc are also attached
to Gaddafi’s ¢ Islamic
Legion.” This is a mercenary
force of some 7,000 irreg'u-1
- lars, recruited from all over
the Arab world and Africa,

. that was used .in the inva-|

sion of Chad. -~ = . |

The Russians are continuing to
exploit Gaddafi as a surro-
gate. One of the most strik-

- ing examples in recent weeks
is Libya’s role in seeking to

" .whip up an ‘insurrection
-against Somalia’s President
Siad Barre. The - Libyans

_ have been supplying Soviet-

- paid to perimeter security, < to resist the attempt by the

.-since_Soviet military ¥petson- ‘7Aden government to impose
nel: in South Yemen have ...:compulsory militacy conscrip-
been subjected to: ingreasing | -<" tiom. . .

. hostility from the local poou- “The regime has responded with
lations; there .havé been| . .a savage programme of.

| reporis- of'.'three. Separate: * economic sanctions. It has

.--bemb attacks on the out-| -’ forbidden the six tribes to
skirts_-of -the...Khormaksar . ~make use of motor vehicles,

Gaddafi’s frienda:

Nato intelligence sources esti- ;
‘mate that there are more
than 5,000 military personnel |
from Soviet bloc couniries

stationed ia Lfbya mostly
from Russia, East Germany

: 1

[ ,base,'m.recez;t-wgekg, . ;'.~-arfxdfhads ogdered th;- closure and Poland. '| .rsnadeﬁarm; to the Somali
.At the same time, the-Russians " . of food shops in their area . ingent viet | aivatfon Front. a ‘Marxist,
.arezin ing-.a nelwork .of - and a ban on further deliv- A m?ﬁgwcon;ﬁlggﬂs Ofre‘(_s.gﬁf; “ opposition  group.. In the

. eries of fuel for the water
. pumps on which the survival
of cattle herds and crops in

first half of this year, the

. missile bases in Soutiz Yemen |
’ arms were delivered by Her-

L ived in Tripoki " to y
‘that - extend .. fronr: -ial-Man-| arrived 17 pols hed

courses ~at the .. so-called !

. Soviet missile base at Amrat.

Of more direct concern to South

" Aden. Informed sources be-.

- units of the South Yemeni |

. .Saa’d_to_Saqiya‘ on-the bor-

. public (North,Yemeg)}. .
“The primary obiectivedof - this

-.soura in-the-suburbs of Aden

:.to.Bir Faéhbl -and from Dar

‘ der- of -the Yemen Arab Re-

- systern appears totibe to
protect a2 new seriesyof mili-
tarv carrps for Soviett Cuban
and South Yemeni* forces
that is beingz established in

-.coastal areas north and east
‘of Aden from. jseaborne
attack. Counstraction work is

. proceeding  rapidiv'Ton a

Training school

Yemen's Arab neighbours is
a Western intelligence-report
tirat the Russians have-open-
ed an amphibious -training .
school in a high-security zone :
in the DMa‘alta- district of ]

lieve that this facility- may
be used to train guerrillas

from Oman and other nearby
States as well as commando .

Tarmy. i

" this parched region depends.

Leéders of one of the rebellious

I

....hold talks

.. South Yemeni-backed guer-

', ~Tesponded to an invitatior to

.2z Were arrested on their arrival
“in.the capital. - . .o
"The pro-Western : regime: of

_:was bitterly criticised by

Rebel tribes

-tribes —. the al-Yamani —

with the Aden!

. government; but its delegates |

. Sultan Qaboos of Oman is an !
. obvious target for the Soviet !
“buildup in  neighbouring
. South Yemen. The Sultan

other Arab leaders for his
willingness to_ participate in
joint military exercises with
-the United States and Egypt.
Many military avalysts anti-
cipate renewed probes by

rillas into Oman. B

Col Gaddafi- has . 'announced.

s Armed People’s College,” :
whose declared purpose is-tor-.
« consolidate the fighting

_standards of all ranks of th

Libyan people” .. - K
grandiose plans for the crea- ,
tion of a S500,000-strong }

.. % People’s ‘Militia,” an objec-

tive that seems beyond the

. reach of a couniry with =a.

total population of - undeér

. three million.
Soviet bloc. military-: personnel

not - ouly ~run training" pro- :
grammes; they are the back- ‘]
bone of .several - units? in :

. Gaddafi's armed forces. Most

-of the pilots, air controllers

and maintenance crews in the

Libyan. air force are from-,
Soviet Bloc countries, with a |
" sprinkling of merceaaries |
from farther afieid. Most of :
the Libyan task units._are |
manned by Soviet Bloc |
troops. . ... -

The airlift was shspenfléd Tast

cules C-130 transport planes
to the guerrillas at Diredawa,
a village in the -Ogaden on|
the Ethiopian - side of the
border: ’ ’ T

summer, after the Sudanese
saverhment protested Libvan |
“violations of its airspace. But-
recent reports suggest that
it .has been quietly resumed. l‘
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